
WORKSHOP
Horizons of Community: 

Exclusivity and Inclusivity 
in Ancient Greece and Early China

EVENT DETAILS

Audience:
For academics, honoraries
& graduate students

Dates:
Thursday 22 November &
Friday 23 November 2018

Convenors:
Dr Hyun Jin Kim
A/Prof Karyn Lai
Prof Rick Benitez

Enquiries & registration:
Dr Aleks Michalewicz
aleksm@unimelb.edu.au

Bookings:
Essential for this workshop

Times:
Thur 22 Nov 9:30am–5pm
Fri 23 Nov 9am–12:30pm

Venue:
Lecture Theatre 553 
(Discursive Space)
North Wing, Arts West,
University of Melbourne, 
Parkville

This event is hosted by the 
University of Melbourne’s 
School of Historical and 

Philosophical Studies and is 
supported by the Classical 

Association of Victoria

SPEAKERS
Prof Yang Huang, Fudan University – The politics of ethnicity in ancient Greece 
and China
Prof Michael Forster, University of Chicago – Skepticism in ancient China and 
ancient Greece: Zhuangze and the Pyrrhonists
A/Prof Karyn Lai, University of New South Wales – The struggle for inclusion: 
The early Mohist attempt to re-draw the grounds of morality
Prof Rick Benitez, University of Sydney – Universalism and xenophobia: Plato’s 
ambivalence to foreigners
Prof Tim Parkin, University of Melbourne – Living and dying on the margins: 
A Roman perspective
A/Prof K.O. Chong-Gossard, University of Melbourne – Internalised misogyny in 
classical Athens: The case of Euripidean tragedy
Dr Hyun Jin Kim, University of Melbourne – Greeks and non-Greeks: The origins 
of antithetical othering
Dr Aleks Michalewicz, University of Melbourne – Greco-Roman influence and 
identity in ancient Georgia: textual vs archaeological evidence

It has been fashionable in contemporary global discourse to speak of 
the possible displacement of the democratic ‘West’ with authoritarian 
China as the principal, hegemonic, world power. This workshop will 
question the assumed binary of two exclusive, stable and unitary sets 
of social and political values, one East Asian (Chinese) and the other, 
‘Western’ and liberal, by providing interdisciplinary and comparative 
interpretations of ancient Greco-Roman and ancient Chinese literature. 
This approach will allow us to understand the motivations for and 
justifications used to include and exclude different groups on the basis 
of political orientation, culture/social values and ethnicity in ancient 
Greek and Chinese communities. Each tradition had particular 
methods of delimiting who was included in the dominant group or 
community, and it is only by identifying the underlying reasons for 
those boundaries that it is possible to deconstruct the current prevalent 
binary rhetoric in Chinese and western social and political discourse.
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