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Welcome to Iris: the Journal of the 
Classical Association of Victoria 
Volume 29. 

We are proud to present a feature article by 
Dr Jennifer Webb in our 2016 edition, with 
an intriguing article on a group of mysterious 
Cypriot anthropomorphic figures. Jenny was, 
until recently, the Honorary President of the 
Classical Association of Victoria; she has 
been publishing widely on the archaeology of 
Bronze Age Cyprus since the 1990s, so it is 
high time that we include her in Iris. We also 
have our first article from a scholar at Museums 
Victoria. Dr Richard Gillespie’s article is a 
fascinating history of the cork Colosseum 
sent to Melbourne from London in the mid-
nineteenth century, as well as an account of his 
research into the Colosseum’s provenance and 
creator. The cork Colosseum, along with many 
other cork models, is being restored by Museums 
Victoria, so the images and analysis in Richard’s 
article are as close as we can currently be to this 
artefact. This article also gives us an important 
insight into eighteenth and nineteenth century 
engagement with the ancient Roman world in 
both Britain and Australia.

The articles aimed specifically at VCE studies 
this year are Lindsay Zoch’s analysis of Aeneid 
book 8, the Latin VCE text for 2017; Dr Gillian 
Shepherd’s Keynote Address from the CAV 
Teachers’ Conference (2016) on the Parthenon 
and Ara Pacis; and a transcript of the live 
podcast on Cleopatra by Matt Smith and 
(ahem) me. As always, although these articles 
address texts, monuments and historical 
figures from the VCE Study Designs for Latin, 
Classical Studies and Ancient History, we have 
chosen themes and articles which should also 
interest Classics enthusiasts of all varieties.

Finally, this edition contains three articles 
of both scholarly and general interest, one 
focussing on the absorbing topic of Greek 
naming customs, by Robert Bostock; and we 
are very pleased to feature two peer-reviewed 
articles, from Timothy Jones, a Macquarie 
University PhD student, who is close to 
completing his doctorate; and Alice Kemp, 

a Latin teacher at Fintona Girls’ School, who 
contributes an article building some of the 
research from her Master of Teaching studies 
at the University of Melbourne. 

As Editor, I would also like to thank the 
Associate Editors, Wendy and Felicity, 
and designer, Chris, who continue to work 
assiduously on the journal and make creative 
suggestions along the way. And I would like to 
welcome Celia Lambert, who has joined the 
Board in 2017—Celia helped out with proof-
reading this edition, and we hope that she 
will be more involved with the editorial team 
for the next edition. We are always interested 
in recruiting more authors and editors, so 
please do get in touch with me if you’d like to 
contribute. We are particularly keen to publish 
more articles on Classical Studies and Ancient 
History topics.
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