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RHIANNON EVANS

Welcome to Iris: the Journal of the 
Classical Association of Victoria 
Volume 28. The 2015 edition reflects 

a number of the year’s highlights and events 
in the Classics world in Victoria. In April, 
we were fortunate to host a visit from Kai 
Brodersen, of Erfurt University in Germany, 
who visited Victoria and NSW while holding 
the inaugural Margaret Braine Fellowship in 
Classics and Ancient History at The University 
of Western Australia. Professor Brodersen 
gave a fantastic series of seminars and public 
lectures at The University of Melbourne and 
La Trobe University, including the extremely 
entertaining paper we reproduce here on 
Arminius or ‘Hermann the German’. This 
represents another in our series of reception 
studies articles, looking at the meaning and 
importance of the Classical world in later 
periods and for the modern world (and the 
nineteenth century is the ‘modern world’ to 
Classicists!)

We are also pleased to once again reproduce as 
an article the CAV’s prestigious annual event, 
the Allen Lecture, this year given by Dr Sonya 
Wurster. This is a fitting tribute to Sonya, who 
has played an important part in supporting 
Classics in Victoria for a number of years, both 
at the University of Melbourne and in many 
of our outreach projects with the community, 
including the Latin Through Literacy project 
discussed in this edition.

As always, Iris is committed to producing 
materials which support teachers and students 
of Classics, by aligning articles with year 11 
and 12 studies in Victoria, and which are 
also of general interest. In this edition, the 
article on Euripides’ Bacchae, by Dr Heather 
Sebo, an expert on Greek tragedy, will be 
especially useful to those covering the text in 
VCE Classical Studies. Lindsay Zoch, who has 
taught Latin for many years, contributes an 
article on Aeneid 7, which will be of particular 
interest to those involved in VCE Latin. And 

the CAV has commissioned an article on 
one aspect of the new Ancient History VCE, 
written by David Rafferty, a University of 
Melbourne student, who is about to submit his 
PhD thesis—and we wish him well with this.

We also publicise two recent projects 
introducing Latin to primary and high school 
students in Melbourne, which demonstrate the 
educational benefits and great fun which can 
be derived from learning ancient languages. 
It would be wonderful to see schemes like 
this extended, and Latin made available to as 
many students as possible. The CAV would 
love to hear from teachers or schools which 
would like to be involved in future projects.

Finally, this edition contains three articles 
of both scholarly and general interest, one 
focussing on an aspect of gender in Greek 
historiography; and we are pleased to include 
two peer-reviewed articles from Aimee Turner, 
Monash Unversity PhD student and Frances 
Billot, a New Zealand classicist. 

As in previous years, the production of the 
journal is only made possible with the hard 
work of our Associate Editors, Wendy and 
Felicity, who gave up their valuable time to 
help out; and our assiduous designer, Chris, 
who worked on the typesetting and cover all 
the way from Athens.

Rhiannon Evans
La Trobe University
r.evans@latrobe.edu.au

From the Editor




