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JACK SOLOMON

Despite being labelled a ‘dead language’ 
by many, Latin continues to be taught, 
read, and analysed for its immeasurable 

historical, cultural, and linguistic interest. 
And yet, there seems to have been limited 
development of modern resources to support 
the teaching and learning of it.

The idea of developing a Latin app – one 
which could take Latin from Roman tablets 
to Apple tablets – was conceived by my Latin 
teacher in 2013, when Melbourne Grammar 
School announced that its students would 
transition to an iPad platform. My teacher had 
been searching for viable digital alternatives to 
Oxford Latin Course and our traditional grammar 
notes. Having heard that I had experience in 
app development, he approached me with 
the proposition that I collaborate with him to 
develop an app designed to enhance our own 

classroom experience and, at some stage, that 
of other classrooms and learners.

Latin (the app) was released on the App 
Store in late 2013, and was included on the 
Melbourne Grammar School student booklist 
for 2014. As Latin was initially intended to be 
used exclusively at my school, the features it 
included (vocabulary, dictionary, and tests) 
existed to support only the school’s course. 
Subsequent to the release, a number of updates 
were incorporated into the app in response 
to both student feedback and interest from a 
much broader audience than had initially been 
anticipated. This included many downloads 
and enquiries from as far abroad as the USA 
and UK. 

Through these updates, Latin has become a 
resource suitable for all students and teachers of 
Latin. The current organisation and interactivity 
of the app’s exercises section is illustrative of 
the way in which feedback from students, and 
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my own experience using Latin as a student, 
shaped the app. Another development, and 
one of the most notable additions to Latin, is the 
login process, which was integrated in response 
to the outside demand for the app. Because of 
this, the app can differentiate between those 
registered as part of a customised program for 
their school, and those accessing the standard 
features of the app. 

Latin has twenty primary features, each of which 
addresses particular aspects of Latin study. 
The exercises section, for instance, focuses on 
consolidating language concepts and patterns 
through repetition and practice. It holds over 
fifty grammatical categories into which hundreds 
of exercises can be organised. Each exercise 
includes ten or more questions addressing a 
grammatical point. This might be a question to 
the effect of: ‘put the following word into the 
accusative case’, or something more complex, 
such as: ‘put this verb into the appropriate 

tense for this context’. The current exercises 
in the app were uploaded by my former Latin 
teacher. They were originally intended merely 
to complement the content of the textbook 
from which he was teaching, but have recently 
expanded to cover a broader range of content 
and grammatical concepts. The success of the 
exercises section is very much a result of the fact 
that, being an app, Latin provides each student 
with immediate feedback on his/her progress.

The app also contains an extensive literature 
collection. At present, this comprises thirty-
one texts, including Virgil’s Aeneid, Caesar’s 
Commentarii de Bello Gallico, and Cicero’s In 
Catilinam. Side-by-side English translations 
for Latin texts are currently being added. To 
support the reading of texts, Latin contains two 
dictionaries, one of which is a digitised version of 
Lewis & Short, and the other a reverse English to 
Latin dictionary. The app additionally includes 
a word and text parsing function. Separate 
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features are a forum for student discussion, 
a note taking facility, and a comprehensive 
collection of grammar charts.

Latin encompasses both frequency and 
semantic based vocabulary lists. In addressing 
the importance of a frequency based list, there 
is a pre-set list of the three hundred (soon to 
expand to the one thousand) most commonly 
used words in Classical Latin, as set out by 
Paul B. Diederich. These are divided into 
vocabularies of fifteen words. Students can 
revise the vocabularies in lists or flashcards, 
and test themselves on vocabularies in a cloze 
format (with words removed, which much 
be supplied by the student) as many times 
as necessary. Latin also enables teachers to 
set up vocabulary tests for students. In order 
to address the importance of semantic based 
vocabularies, Latin contains automatically 
generated vocabularies from Classical Latin 
texts in a separate section. In its current state, 
this section has six frequency based vocabulary 
sets, each focusing on the 600 most common 
words from a particular text of Latin’s literature 
collection.

For school teachers, Latin is very versatile. 
Schools or classrooms can request a unique 
login for their students, which in turn allows 
access to customised and dedicated features. 
These include a calendar, class-based forum 
space, resources section for class files, online 
tests, and the ability to monitor students’ 
individual use of Latin in class.

I am often asked how the app would best be 
used by a Latin student, to which I respond 
that this varies. For some, the benefit of the app 
is found in its dictionary and parsing features 
to aid the reading of texts. For others, who 
use textbooks structured around grammatical 
concepts, the exercises are perhaps the most 
beneficial feature of the app. For students using 
a textbook or other platform which does not 
have its own set vocabulary, such as Hans H. 
Ørberg’s Lingua Latina, the vocabulary features 
may be of particular interest. Above all, 
Latin is intended to augment the processes of 
studying and reading to provide an engaging 
and contemporary medium for learning Latin. 

It has been almost two years since the 
development of Latin began, and it is ongoing. 
Progressive additions and amendments 
to the app are regularly made available. I 
look forward to collaborating with other 
institutions, teachers, and students in the 
future; and I always welcome suggestions for 
improvements.

Jack Solomon
Year 10 Latin student, 
Melbourne Grammar School

For more information on Latin, please see: 
www.latinapp.com

or email your enquiries to:
jasolomon@latinapp.com
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