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A s the new editor of Iris: the Journal of 
the Classical Association of Victoria, I am 
honoured to publish Iris 26. The CAV is 

launching the redesigned Iris in March 2014 at the 
Classical Association of Victoria Teachers’ Wing 
In-Service Day—a fitting occasion, as Iris now has a 
strong focus on teachers and students of the classical 
world.

The first and most important task is to extend my 
thanks and those of the Association to John Penwill 
of La Trobe University, who has edited the journal 
so ably and conscientiously over a period of sixteen 
years. John is enjoying a well-earned retirement in 
Bendigo, although he continues to act as Associate 
Editor and Business Manager of the journal Ramus: 
Critical Studies in Greek and Roman
Literature and to pursue his wide-ranging research 
interests in (mostly) Latin literature. We are 
immensely grateful for his long service to Iris.

Our plan is to bring you a new incarnation of 
Iris, which will reflect the many ways in which 
Classics is studied and enjoyed in Victoria. Many 
of our readers are instructors or students, so we are 
strongly committed to publishing work
which will be useful to them. In this issue this 
particularly applies to the articles by Cathy 
Altmann, K.O. Chong-Gossard, Heather Jackson, 
Chris Mackie, Peter Mountford, James O’Maley 
and John Tuckfield. In addition to providing 
interesting and stimulating articles, we hope to 
foster further discussion and connections between 
teachers from schools and universities throughout 
the state, and we encourage contributions from 
teachers for future editions. However, it should be 
stressed that we are not seeking to exclude the many 
faithful readers who are not currently involved in 
Classics education, and we have chosen articles 
which should be thought-provoking and informative 
to the general Classics audience. We are determined 
that you will all continue to find Iris a good read!

In our brand new format, we have set out broad 
categories which we hope to retain in future 
issues, such as a prominent ‘keynote’ piece; articles 
addressing VCE topics, including some of the talks 
given at the Teachers In-Service Day; the annual 
Allen Lecture; an article dealing with reception 

studies (or the classical tradition); book reviews and 
contributions from postgraduate students in
Victoria, including a short newsletter. These 
categories are not prescriptive, of course, and we 
invite submissions covering any aspect of the ancient 
Mediterranean world for consideration.

The careful reader will have noticed the use of the 
first person plural throughout this editorial – this 
is most certainly deliberate, as the production Iris 
would not have come about without the hard work 
of a number of people—most notably the new board 
of Iris, and particularly its Associate Editors Wendy 
Brooke and Felicity Albrecht, who have taken on 
their tasks with vigour, enthusiasm and a great deal 
of imagination. Kyle Conrau-Lewis has acted as 
our postgraduate representative, proofreader (and 
sometimes secretary); Ron Ridley gave helpful 
advice; Azlan McLennan took very good care of 
the typesetting and layout. To all of them, and to 
the contributors who provided us with material to 
publish, I extend a big ‘thank you’.

Rhiannon Evans
La Trobe University

Additional notes
Although the last edition of Iris was Volume 24 in 
2011, we are now publishing Volume 26, the 2013 
edition of Iris. Volume 25 is to be a special edition 
celebrating 100 years of the Classical Association 
of Victoria and dedicated to the papers of Ken 
McKay, a long-serving Classicist at the University 
of Melbourne.

The CAV has a bright and shiny *new website* 
(thanks to our Treasurer and web specialist, Andrew 
Stephenson):
http://classicsvic.wordpress.com
You can download the current edition of Iris here, 
and teachers might find the A4 pdf version on the 
website easier to use in class. Previous editions and 
the Iris Style Sheet for contributors can also be 
found at this address.

From the Editor




