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JOHN TUCKFIELD

This article is based on a seminar delivered 
at the Classical Association of Victoria 
Professional Development Conference for 
Teachers of Latin and Classical Studies 
in March 2013.  Please note that this area 
is changing rapidly, and any observations 
made may in fact have been altered since 
the article was written.

S PQR is an app for iPhone and iPad.  It costs 
$6.49 and is available from Apple.

This app contains some wonderful resources.  There 
is the text of most major authors, with the ability to 
toggle between Latin and English for many (but not 
all).  The text is bare, with no notes or commentary, 
but very useful for students.  The text list is updated, 
and Tacitus has recently been added.

It also has the complete Lewis and Short Latin 
Dictionary – a real boon.  This can be readily 
searched and derivatives and citations are included.  
While this dictionary is beyond the needs of most 
secondary students, it is excellent for tertiary 
students and teachers.  While not as up to date as 
the OLD, Lewis and Short is still a superb resource 
– especially for under a tenner!

The Collins Latin Dictionary, much used by students, 
is also available as an app for Android.  It has the 
whole of the pocket dictionary and is searchable 
from English to Latin and Latin to English. The 
app is described as free, but in fact costs $10 – the 
free version is only a time-limited trial version.

While the dictionary is handy, it is sometimes 
difficult for students, who need to know the 
headword - it will not help with inflected forms.   For 
example, a student who wants to find the meaning 
of arce will end up with arca and arcus – but this is 
a problem common to most dictionaries, whether 
they are digital or paper.

The BitKnights Latin dictionary app is free, but has 
ads to earn its keep.  It works offline, which makes it 
quicker and a bit cheaper to run.  Unfortunately, it 
also did not pass the arce test, although the entries 
were generally quite thorough, if brief.  It’s useful as 
a pocket dictionary.

Google Translate is much favoured by students 
trying to outwit their teachers.  Fortunately, while 
it is fine for simple sentences, it struggles with more 
complex structures, especially poetry – but it is 
getting better – so be warned!

Great Websites and Apps 
for Latin and Roman History
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Wiktionary (http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki) – an 
offshoot of Wikipedia – is still being developed, but 
is impressive so far.  One of its strengths is that it 
can search inflected forms; for example, if you type 
in simus, it will give both snub-nosed (and a full 
table of its inflected forms), as well as defining it as 
first-person plural present active subjunctive of sum 
(although arce only gave the imperative sg of arceo).  
Like wikipedia, this is user generated, and anyone 
can add in a definition (I made a suggestion for arce); 
so if you spot an error, you can fix it – much easier 
than writing in to the big dictionary makers when 
they make an error or omission.  Mind you, it has a 
good range so far – it succeeded on all sample words, 
including some obscure ones (esto, pepedi). This has 
immense potential, and is clearly one to watch.
(Note: when I checked the site a few months later, 
arce had been updated.)

Google Earth has been around for many years now 
– but it is a wonderful resource for Rome.  It enables 
you to visit sites that are perhaps inaccessible, due 
to their geographic location or the numerous wars 
that are wracking the old Roman Empire.  Just 
as importantly, so many archaeological sites are 
best appreciated from the air – and Google Earth 
is wonderful for this.  I have used it for units on 
Roman forts and towns:

Great sites to view:

Proxima veritati is a site created by the 
Department of Classics and Archaeology at the 
University of Auckland.  It has CD/DVDs for sale 
which feature virtual tours of Rome, Pompeii and 
many other ancient sites.  Search for proxima veritati 
Herculaneum for a free view of what it can do: at each 
blue dot a camera has taken 360° pictures – so you 
not only see the rooms, but can pan around and up 
and down.
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Housesteads, England
El Djem, Mahdia, Tunisia
Sabratha, Libya
Vindolanda, England
Palmyra, Syria
Timgad, Batna, Algeria

Fort
Amphitheatre
Town, theatre
Fort & vicus
Oasis town
Fort/town




